                         MSc in Crop Protection

Degree Plan

Credits Required

0


College Requirements

 6



Elective Courses


18



Thesis



24

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credit
	Category

	
	
	
	Core
	Elective

	CAMS  6001
	Advanced Statistics and Experimental Design
	3
	*
	

	CAMS  6002
	Research Methodology
	3
	*
	

	PLNT  6007  
	Analytical Techniques in Plant Sciences
	3
	
	*

	PROT  6008   
	Plant Pathogenic Fungi
	3
	
	*

	PROT  6009  
	Plant Virology
	3
	
	*

	PROT  6010  
	Prokaryotic Diseases of Plants
	3
	
	*

	PROT  6011  
	Fungal Infection of Plants
	3
	
	*

	PROT  6012  
	Insect Resistance in Crop Plants
	3
	
	*

	PROT  6013  
	Biological Control of Insects
	3
	
	*

	PROT  6014  
	Insect Systematics
	3
	
	*

	CROP  7001
	Thesis

	0
	*
	


Research Interest:

The Department has had a very strong research base since its inception.  All staff are, or have recently been , involved in a Thesis funded from within the University.  In addition, some faculty are active in Thesiss funded from outside the University.  The projects are all aimed at improving crop production in Oman,  and cover the major crop groups grown in the country, including dates, citrus, vegetables, fruits and forage grasses and legumes.  The focus areas for research in the Department are:

 Stress physiology.

 Vegetable production, including new crops for Oman, and conservation of local varieties, vegetable breeding, and variety testing.

 Fruit production including plant tissue culture.

 Pest control through effective and efficient use of conventional pesticides and products of plant origin.

 Weed control.

 Management of  diseases caused by fungi, viruses, phytoplasmas and nematodes.

 Utilization of new water resources for crop irrigation.

 Management of insect pests of national importance.

 Cropping system research.

Research Facilities:

Departmental:

The laboratories in all subjects taught at BSc and MSc level are well stocked with the basic equipment required, including microscopes, and other teaching equipment.  In general the laboratories provide adequate space for the class sizes operating at present.  

College:

The College has a very well equipped instrumentation laboratory; departmental use of this facility is high, particularly in the areas of pesticide residue analysis, identification of plant products and analysis of the molecular genetics of plants and pathogens. 

The College has a central computer teaching room that is adequately stocked with computer hardware.  Outlying work stations for student use is more limited.  Furthermore, computer life is limited and there is a constant need to update hardware.  A state of the art computer controlled audio-visual workroom is also provided for teaching through new technology media.

Faculty:

Humphrey A. Esechie, Full Professor 

PhD 1975,  Agronomy, University of Nebraska, USA.

A. J. Khan, Associate Professor

PhD 1983, Botany, CIMAP, India.

Iqrar A. Khan, Associate Professor

PhD. 1988,  Botany, University of California, Riverside, USA.

Michael Deadman, Associate Professor

PhD 1988, Plant Pathology, University of Dublin, Ireland.

Ahmed Al-Maskri, Assistant Professor

PhD 1998, Crop Physiology, University of  Durham, UK.

Fahad Al-Said, Assistant Professor

PhD 2000, Horticulture, University of Reading, UK.

Farid Talukder, Assistant Professor

PhD 1991, Pesticide Application, Southampton University, UK.

Nadiya Abubakar Al Saady, Assistant Professor

PhD 2002, Plant Biotechnology, University of Minnesota, USA.

Rashid Al-Yahyai, Assistant Professor

PhD 2004, Horticulture, University of Florida, USA.

