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His research interests include the cross-linguistic effects of first language Arabic literacy on second
language English reading. He is also interested in the validity of vowel blindness as an explanation for
weak English reading among Arabic users of English. His prize-winning dissertation was a systematic
review of second language word recognition among first language Arabic speakers.

He has presented key findings of his dissertation in the Oman International ELT conference. A
chapter pertaining to vowel blindness based on the dissertation has been accepted for publication in
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teachers, and he has a growing interest in the use of technology in the classroom. He has presented
the findings of secondary research into the motivational effects of gamification in English language
teaching, and he is currently engaged in a duo-ethnography exploring motivational factors in two

teachers’ professional development.
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